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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6780

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmttee on Early Learning, K-12 & Higher Education
(originally sponsored by Senators Kohl-Wlles, Carrell, MAuliffe,
Wi nstein, Esser, Pridenore, Berkey, Delvin, Rasnussen and Kei ser)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 02/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to mathematics and sci ence education; anendi ng RCW
28A. 230. 090; reenacting and anending RCW 43.79A 040; adding a new
section to chapter 28A. 655 RCW adding a new chapter to Title 28B RCW
and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. One of the pillars of Anmerican econonmc
prosperity--our scientific and technol ogi cal superiority--is beginning
to atrophy even as other nations are developing their own capacity in
t hese areas. Many respected organizations representing business,
research, and education, as well as governnent science and statistics
agencies and conm ssions, have extensively docunented the critical
situation in the United States regarding science, technology,
engi neering, and mathenmati cs. The indicators range from neasurable
declines in United States innovation, such as patents and scientific
articles, to soaring nunbers of students in Asia majoring in these
fields, to United States students' |agging interest and perfornmance in
mat hemati cs and science. I n Washington state, neasures of K-12 student
achievenment in mathematics and science yield generally disappointing
results, despite sone snall positive signs. Anerica's conpetitive edge
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in the gl obal econony, the strength and versatility of its |abor force,
and its capacity to nourish research and innovation all depend on an
educati on system capabl e of producing a steady supply of young people
wel | -prepared in mat hemati cs and science. The |egislature finds that
it is inperative to encourage and inspire our WAshington students to
pursue higher education in the fields of mathematics, science, and
engi neering. Qur econonmic viability depends on this, both as a state
and as a nation.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.230.090 and 2005 c 205 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The state board of education shall establish high school
graduation requirenents or equivalencies for students, except as
provided in section 3 of this act.

(a) Any course in Washington state history and governnent used to
fulfill high school graduation requirenents shall consider including
information on the culture, history, and governnent of the Anmerican
| ndi an peoples who were the first inhabitants of the state.

(b) The certificate of academ c achi evenent requirenents under RCW
28A.655.061 or the certificate of individual achievenent requirenents
under RCW 28A. 155.045 are required for graduation from a public high
school but are not the only requirenents for graduation.

(c) Any decision on whether a student has net the state board's
hi gh school graduation requirenents for a high school and beyond pl an
shall remain at the | ocal |evel

(2) In recognition of the statutory authority of the state board of
education to establish and enforce mninmum high school graduation
requi renents, the state board shall periodically reevaluate the
graduation requirenments and shall report such findings to the
legislature in a tinmely manner as determ ned by the state board.

(3) Pursuant to any requirenment for instruction in |anguages other
than English established by the state board of education or a | ocal
school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation,
students who receive instruction in Anerican sign |anguage or one or
nore Anerican Indian | anguages shall be considered to have satisfied
the state or Jlocal school district graduation requirenent for
instruction in one or nore | anguages other than English.
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(4) If requested by the student and his or her famly, a student
who has conpleted high school courses before attending high school
shal |l be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling
hi gh school graduation requirenents if:

(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academ c
| evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for seventh and eighth
grade cl asses, and the student has successfully passed by conpleting
the same course requirements and exam nations as the high school
students enrolled in the class; or

(b) The academ c | evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for
seventh and ei ghth grade classes and the course would qualify for high
school credit, because the course is simlar or equivalent to a course
offered at a high school in the district as determ ned by the schoo
district board of directors.

(5) Students who have taken and successfully conpl eted high school
courses under the circunstances in subsection (4) of this section shal
not be required to take an additional conpetency exam nation or perform
any ot her additional assignnment to receive credit.

(6) At the college or wuniversity level, five quarter or three
senester hours equals one high school credit.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) A mathematics/science scholar designation on the high schoo
diploma is created. This designation shall be awarded to public schoo
students, and approved private school students at the discretion of the
approved private school, who conplete the follow ng requirenents:

(a) Successfully earn the follow ng high school credits:

(1) Four mathematics credits, including calculus;

(1i) At least three science credits, including chemstry and
physi cs; and

(1i1) At least three credits of world | anguage ot her than Engli sh;

(b) Receive advanced placenent scores of three or higher on at
| east two advance pl acenent tests;

(c) Earn a high school grade point average of 3.5 or above; and

(d) Meet the state standards in all content areas of the high
school | evel Washington assessnent of student achi evenent.
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(2) As used in this section, "high school credits" neans a full
school year of study or one hundred fifty hours of planned
instructional activities, whichever is greater, or an equivalent as
defined by the state board of educati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The higher education coordinating board
shall award full tuition scholarships to students graduating from
public and approved private high schools under chapter 28A 195 RCW who
obtain a mat hemati cs/ sci ence schol ar designation on their high school
diplomas, if the student pursues an wundergraduate degree in a
mat hematics or science-related field and who qualify for a scholarship
under the ranking system devel oped by the board.

(2) The schol arships may only be used for undergraduate coursework
beginning in the student's second year at accredited institutions of
hi gher education in the state of Wshington, except that the
schol arships nmay be wused for undergraduate coursework at O egon
institutions of higher education that are | ocated in counties bordering
Washi ngt on state.

(3) The higher education coordinating board shall devel op a ranking
system to determne priority of the award of the mathematics/science
schol arshi p. The ranking system shall consider the follow ng factors:

(a) The first year of course selection at institutions of higher
education by the applicant. Applications shall be ranked hi gher based
on the nunmber of mathematics and science classes that the applicant
enrol l ed and conpl et ed,;

(b) The grade point average of the applicant in the first year at
an institution of higher education; and

(c) Oher criteria that the higher education coordinating board
deens appropri ate.

(4) The hi gher education coordinating board shall awar d
schol arships to as many eligible students as possi bl e using the ranking
system

(5) The scholarships may not be awarded to any student who is
pursui ng a degree in theol ogy.

(6) The higher education <coordinating board nay establish
sati sfactory progress standards for the continued receipt of the
schol ar shi p.
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(7) The higher education coordinating board shall establish the
time franme within which the student nmust use the schol arship

(8) The higher education coordinating board may adopt rules to
i npl ement this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The mathematics/science high school
schol ar scholarship account is created in the custody of the state
treasurer. The account shall be a nontreasury account retaining its
i nterest earnings in accordance with RCW 43. 79A. 040.

(2) The higher education coordinating board shall deposit in the
account all noney received for the program The account shall be self-
sustai ni ng and consi st of funds appropriated by the legislature for the
mat hemat i cs/ sci ence high school scholar scholarship program private
contributions to the program and refunds of scholarships under this
chapter.

(3) Expenditures fromthe account shall be used for scholarships to
el i gi bl e students.

(4) Wth the exception of the operating costs associated with the
managenent of the account by the treasurer's office as authorized in
chapter 43. 79A RCW the account shall be credited with all investnent
i ncone earned by the account.

(5) Disbursenents fromthe account are exenpt from appropriations
and the allotnment provisions of chapter 43.88 RCW

(6) Disbursenments from the account shall be made only on the
aut hori zation of the higher education coordinating board.

Sec. 6. RCW43.79A. 040 and 2005 ¢ 424 s 18, 2005 ¢ 402 s 8, 2005
c 215 s 10, and 2005 c 16 s 2 are each reenacted and anended to read as
fol |l ows:

(1) Money in the treasurer's trust fund nmay be deposited, invested,
and reinvested by the state treasurer in accordance wth RCW 43. 84. 080
in the sane manner and to the sanme extent as if the noney were in the
state treasury.

(2) Al inconme received frominvestnent of the treasurer's trust
fund shall be set aside in an account in the treasury trust fund to be
known as the investnent income account.

(3) The investnment incone account may be utilized for the paynent
of purchased banking services on behalf of treasurer's trust funds
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i ncl udi ng, but not limted to, depository, saf ekeepi ng, and
di sbursenent functions for the state treasurer or affected state
agencies. The investnent incone account is subject in all respects to
chapter 43.88 RCW but no appropriation is required for paynents to
financial institutions. Paynents shall occur prior to distribution of
earnings set forth in subsection (4) of this section.

(4)(a) Monthly, the state treasurer shall distribute the earnings
credited to the investnment incone account to the state general fund
except under (b) and (c) of this subsection.

(b) The following accounts and funds shall receive their
proportionate share of earnings based upon each account's or fund's
average daily balance for the period: The Washington pron se

scholarship account, the <college savings program account, the
Washi ngton advanced college tuition paynent program account, the
agricultural local fund, the Anerican Indian scholarship endowrent
fund, the foster care scholarship endowent fund, the foster care
endowed scholarship trust fund, the students wth dependents grant
account, the basic health plan self-insurance reserve account, the
contract harvesting revolving account, the Washington state conbi ned
fund drive account, the comrenorative works account, the WAshington
i nternational exchange schol arship endowrent fund, the devel opnenta

di sabilities endowent trust fund, the energy account, the fair fund,
the fruit and vegetable inspection account, the future teachers
condi ti onal schol arship account, the ganme farmalternative account, the
grain inspection revolving fund, the juvenile accountability incentive
account, the law enforcenent officers' and fire fighters' plan 2
expense fund, t he | ocal tourism pronotion account, the
mat hemati cs/science high school scholar scholarship account, the
produce railcar pool account, the rural rehabilitation account, the
stadium and exhibition center account, the youth athletic facility
account, the self-insurance revolving fund, the sulfur dioxide
abat ement account, the children's trust fund, the Washington horse
racing conmm ssion Washington bred owners' bonus fund account, the
Washi ngton horse racing comm ssion class C purse fund account, the
i ndi vi dual devel opnent account program account, the WAshi ngton horse
raci ng conmm ssi on operating account (earnings fromthe Washi ngton horse
raci ng comm ssi on operating account must be credited to the Washi ngton
horse racing conmmssion class C purse fund account), and the life
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sci ences discovery fund. However, the earnings to be distributed shal
first be reduced by the allocation to the state treasurer's service
fund pursuant to RCW 43. 08. 190.

(c) The follow ng accounts and funds shall receive eighty percent
of their proportionate share of earnings based upon each account's or
fund's average daily balance for the period: The advanced right of way
revolving fund, the advanced environnmental mtigation revolving
account, the city and county advance right-of-way revol ving fund, the
federal narcotics asset forfeitures account, the high occupancy vehicle

account, the 1 ocal rail service assistance account, and the
m scel | aneous transportati on prograns account.
(5 In conformance with Article Il, section 37 of the state

Constitution, no trust accounts or funds shall be allocated earnings
wi thout the specific affirmative directive of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 4 and 5 of this act constitute a
new chapter in Title 28B RCW

~-- END ---
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